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equally forbidden doors of the homes of great princes. An unexampled oppor- 
tunity, but the result is somewhat disappointing. It is as though the doors set 
wide disclosed an inner screen; we do not seem to glimpse, far less gaze into, 
the life which lies behind the gate and on the other side of the screen. 

The first third of the volume is taken up with the account of the Dowager 
Empress. These chapters are essays in interpretation of the character of a 
woman who made herself great in a community where women are small. There 
is dearth of facts which might serve as data. There is a marked lack of the 
power to penetrate into the heart of a society whose ethics, minor as well as 
major, differs in externals so widely from our own. Prof. Headland's essays are 
illuminative. They present a picture of the empress with a wealth of detail 
such as is exhibited in no other record. The same is to be said of the three 
chapters on the emperor Kuang Hsu. Yet we must recognize that the illumination 
is but a brighter glow of light upon the superficies; the two great figures may 
photograph better, the result is after all but a photograph and not a portrait, 
The baffled investigator of such an alien culture may make his peace with his 
conscience by reciting the chant of east and west that never shall the twain meet, 
a confession of failure. Prof. Headland shows himself an admirer of the em- 
press, but that her character has baffled his understanding is manifest in h's 
inability to account for her stand in the Boxer troubles, that conservative reaction 
of old China against the new life felt upon the fringes of the empire. 

In the present epoch of the Middle Kingdom, an infant making the sacrifices 
to the ancestors, and a regent reigning in his name, this book will certainly re- 
main for some time the source whence will be derived much of our Western 
acquaintance with names at present great. How long they will remain great it 
is impossible to foretell. The gates of the home of the Manchu princes have closed, 
the doors of the Forbidden City have snapped shut, and always behind them 
remains that screen which decorates so much, hides so much. Yet before the 
closing of the doors, Prof. Headland has drawn a helpful sketch of Prince Chun, 
the regent, upon whom so much will depend. With riper appreciation, probably 
by reason of the greater opportunity for free acquaintance, he has sketched the 
career of Yuan Shih-kai. He indulges himself in the hope that his career is not 
ended by his retirement to a far province to nurse a rheumatism in the leg. Be- 
fore that sentence was pronounced upon him he was suspected of the murder of 
Kuang Hsu. Before that again he was a leader of a liberal China. 

William Churchill. 
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American tourists. Heights are given in feet in the text, and in meters on the 
maps.] 
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